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WEST HARTFORD TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 
MARCH 8, 2016 

LEGISLATIVE CHAMBER 
 
 
ITEM #1 - MEETING CALLED TO ORDER:  7:35 P.M. 
  
Vice-President Cantor:  All right.  I would like to call the Town Council Meeting to order and 
we’re going to start with the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
ITEM #2 - PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
Vice-President Cantor:  Thank you.  I actually would like to start with a moment of silence.  This 
weekend we lost the First Lady, Nancy Reagan, passed away on Sunday.  And Mrs. Reagan was 
a woman of grace and elegance in the White House.  She was an adoring and loving wife.  
President Reagan and Mrs. Reagan’s marriage was a true love story.  She will be remembered for 
her advocacy for drug abuse and Alzheimer’s and I’d like to take a minute, moment to remember 
her.  Thank you very much.  I also want to bring attention this is International Women’s Day.  
It’s a worldwide annual event that celebrates women’s achievements throughout history and 
across nations.  The first International Women’s Day occurred on March 19th in 1911 and moved 
to March 8th in 1913.  It has been observed since the early 1900s as a day to celebrate the social, 
economic, cultural, and political achievements of women.  And by the way, did you know there 
was an International Men’s Day also?  It’s celebrated on November 19th so… That’s right.  
Okay.  Roll call, Ms. Labrot. 
 
ITEM #3 - ROLL CALL:  MAYOR SLIFKA AND COUNCILOR HALL WERE 
ABSENT. 
 
Vice-President Cantor:  Thank you very much.  Our Mayor Slifka is traveling for business so he 
could not be here tonight.  Number four, Mr. Davidoff. 
 
ITEM #4 - APPROVAL OF MINUTES - RECEIVED 
 
Councilor Davidoff:  Thank you.  The first item is the approval of minutes, the Town Council 
Meeting of 2/9/2016; the Public Hearing on 243 Steele Road of 1/26/2016; the Public Hearing 
about 747 and 777 North Main Street held on 1/26/2016; the Public Hearing on Ordinance 
declaring a six-month moratorium on the approval of ground-mounted and pole-mounted solar 
energy systems in Residential Zones, 1/26/2016.  I move the adoption. 
 
Councilor Kerrigan:  Second.   
 
Vice-President Cantor:  Motion’s been made and seconded.  All those in favor? 
 
All:  Aye. 
 
Vice-President Cantor:  All those opposed?  Motion passes.  Number five, Public Forum.   
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ITEM #5 - PUBLIC FORUM 
 
Vice-President Cantor:  Nobody has signed up so we are…where’s my sheet because I don’t 
know where the…well, the, we, the public comment section is for items that are not subject to a 
public hearing and only items on our Agenda.  Is there anybody in the audience that would like 
to speak to the, to us from the public?  I don’t see anybody.  Okay.  Number six.  Reports from 
the Town Manager, sorry. 
 
ITEM #6 - REPORTS FROM THE TOWN MANAGER 
 
Mr. Van Winkle:  Yes.  Thank you, Deputy Mayor.  Good evening.  The golf course opens 
tomorrow.  It’s got to be the earliest date we’ve ever opened the golf course in the history of the 
town.  I don’t know that for a fact but certainly, it’s got to be vying for one of the best.  So get 
your clubs and get out.  Tomorrow it’s going to be 70 degrees.  I don’t know how long it’s going 
to stay like that but we’ll open our golf course tomorrow.  There’s been a lot of coverage of a 
discussion we’ve been having and I just want to thank the press for covering this issue and also 
help the public understand where we are with this.  This is called Pay before You Throw and it’s 
a concept that many states and communities are adopting across the nation in which you pay to 
get rid of the garbage.  If you recycle, your recycling goes for free.  The Town of West Hartford 
is not proposing that we start this program in this year’s budget or next year’s budget but as we 
look at where the state is headed with this and we are a creature of the State of Connecticut.  We 
recycle…we don’t have a choice to recycle or not recycle.  State law directs us to do that.  The 
State is now holding hearings on their state-wide waste plan to take a look at where we should go 
in the future with waste, municipal waste as we move into the future.  And so that plan calls for 
us to recycle 60 percent of our municipal waste.  We do a great job in West Hartford.  We’re one 
of the best states, towns in the state for recycling and we do less than 30 percent.  So if we are to 
reach that goal somewhere in the future and this is the 2020s where they’re talking about trying 
to reach a goal like that, there has to be some change to the system and we’re beginning to see 
other states do it.  And so one of the options that has been out there is this concept that garbage is 
going to change somewhere in the future, that, where there’s going to be a financial incentive to 
recycle for the homeowner.  Whether we adopt that or not is an unanswered question and it’s not 
something that we’re, is on our agenda in front of us right now but it will be something that we 
will begin to talk about in the coming years about how we manage waste.  There are no more 
landfills being opened.  And in fact, the state is talking about closing down some of the waste to 
energy plants in the State of Connecticut so there will be fewer places to burn the garbage.  And 
so the concept is to increase the recycling.  It is somewhere in the future and the discussion that 
we had seen was our effort to go out and get the community talking about it and I think we did.  
We had a lot of people who wrote you and called you and said, oh my God, what’re you doing?  
So we’re not doing anything right now.  We’re just trying to look beyond the next few years and 
think about, you know, what kind of waste system are we going to have as we look at our own 
public works facility and we’re working with a company that’s talking about building an aerobic 
digester.  You take that food waste, you put it in there, and it turns it into a gas, a reusable energy 
and a product that can be used in farming.  So we’re looking at all those things.  They’re not on 
our immediate horizon but they’re out there somewhere.  So I just wanted everybody to know 
that.  We are down at public work now collecting electronic waste, so if you have an old 
computer, a cell phone or a television, VCRs, DVDs…you remember what a VCR is, right?  
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That, you can take it down to our public works yard and we will accept that for recycling.  You’ll 
still need a permit to do that.  You can pick up an annual permit or a one-day permit.  I often get 
the question about why are we charging for it?  The towns around us charge for it.  If we don’t, 
everyone’ll bring it to us.  And so we have a system and for that material that you do bring to us, 
it does cost us to get rid of.  It’s not a moneymaker for us in that sense of that kind of product.  
The Mayflower Street Bridge that goes over I-84 has started construction.  The State of 
Connecticut is replacing that bridge.  If you had gone down Prospect Avenue in the last year or 
so, they replaced the bridge over I-84 on Prospect Avenue and they are now going to begin to do 
that on Mayflower Street.  The street will always have passage, so you’ll always be able to pass 
over the bridge.  It’ll be a controlled passage of one going south and when that clears one going 
north.  So just be aware that there’ll be a little tighter congestion down in that area.  And the last 
thing I just want to mention…Beth Kerrigan asked me the other day about our programs for 
elderly homeowners and some tax relief and abatement programs we have.  The Town of West 
Hartford has a number of state-sponsored programs, as well as our own.  You don’t get your tax 
abated just because you’re getting old.  You get your tax abated because you’re older and you 
have an income level that fits in the program.  So we’re about to produce a pamphlet for seniors 
to see how those programs work.  They’ll be in our public libraries and in our senior centers and 
our Town Hall.  But in the meantime, if you’re so inclined, you can go onto our website, 
westhartfordct.gov, and go to the Assessor Section.  It’ll describe them there.  You can come into 
Town Hall, go see the Assessor’s office.  They’ll help you walk through that information.  So if 
you can meet the criteria this, there’s some opportunities to ease the impact of taxes on seniors in 
the community.  That’s all I have.  If you have any questions, I’d be glad to answer them.  We’re 
going to do a big presentation in a few minutes. 
 
Vice-President Cantor:  Thank you, Mr. Van Winkle.  Any questions?  Yes, Mr. Wenograd. 
 
Councilor Wenograd:  I have just one question.  On the electronic recycling, currently we have is 
the Green Monster Recycling or there’s a…where have I been bringing it? 
 
Mr. Van Winkle:  We used to have Green Monster… 
 
Councilor Wenograd:  Right. 
 
Mr. Van Winkle:  …Recycling.  They had a number of environmental problems that we had to 
end our arrangement with them. 
 
Councilor Wenograd:  When did that end? 
 
Mr. Van Winkle:  That just ended recently, I believe, and so now we have, the company’s name 
is Take Two Incorporated that does the recycling and the facility’s at our public works yard.   
 
Councilor Wenograd:  Okay.  I think over like two weeks ago I brought it all, I brought it there 
so that’s why I was surprised to… 
 
Mr. Van Winkle:  Me too. 
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Councilor Wenograd:  …they shut down.  Okay. 
 
Mr. Van Winkle:  Yes.   
 
Vice-President Cantor:  All set, Mr. Wenograd?   
 
Councilor Wenograd:  Yup. 
 
Vice-President Cantor:  Mr. Barnes.   
 
Councilor Barnes:  Thank you.  I just have one followup question on the recycling.  You 
mentioned that one of the reasons why the town has a fee, either annual or single-day fee, is 
because surrounding towns have them as well.  And so out of a concern for non-residents using 
the recycling and waste facilities, we have that fee.  Can non-residents use our waste and 
recycling facilities…like if they came in and they paid a fee, could they come and dump down on 
Brixton Street?   
 
Mr. Van Winkle:  I do not, excuse me, I do not believe that they can.  I’m not going to, don’t 
hold me to that but I don’t believe, you have to be a West Hartford resident to drop off.  It’s not, 
the intent of the payment is to make sure we register you, that we know that you live in West 
Hartford and then if you do the annual fee, which is not in front of me either, but if you do the 
annual fee and come down any day of the week from 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 or beginning April 1st 
from 8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. and drop off not the electronic, only electronic waste but yard waste 
and other kinds of recyclable materials.  So but I do believe you have to be a West Hartford 
resident. 
 
Councilor Barnes:  And so the purpose of the fee then is to recoup the cost of disposal or 
whatever it is you’re doing? 
 
Mr. Van Winkle:  It’s partially to recoup the cost and it’s partially to keep people who have 
waste that is not generated in West Hartford and to bring it and dump it on, in our facilities.   
 
Councilor Barnes:  Thank you. 
 
Vice-President Cantor:  Thank you, Mr. Barnes.  Anybody else?  Okay.  We have no items on 
Consent.  Number eight, Mr. Davidoff. 
 
ITEM #7 – CONSIDERATION OF CONSENT CALENDAR:  NONE 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 
 
ITEM #8 - ORDINANCE REVISING THE COMPOSITION OF THE HISTORIC 
DISTRICT COMMISSION 
 
ADOPTED, 7-0 
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Councilor Davidoff:  Thank you.  I move the adoption of an Ordinance Revising the 
Composition of the Historic District Commission.   
 
Councilor Kerrigan:  Second. 
 
Vice-President Cantor:  The motion’s made and seconded.  This is going to be a roll call vote.  
Just, you want to just review what this, what we’re voting on in case anybody did not… 
 
Mr. Van Winkle:  Sure.  It’s, this is a minor thing.  We’re changing the composition of our 
Historic District Commission.  The Commission’s set up by the Town Council to manage 
historic district properties.  It…an example of a historic district is our, the street, boulevard 
where the green is in the middle.  That area is a historic district.  We have a few of those around 
town but we also have individual homes who have chosen, that homeowner has chosen to put 
their house within the restrictions of the historic district.  The Commission requires that only 
three members be from non-historic district properties.  This allows up to four to be from non-
historic district properties but from one of these homes that are controlled by the historic district 
regulations. 
 
Vice-President Cantor:  And then the point is to be more inclusive in the… 
 
Mr. Van Winkle:  More inclusive, yes, of those that live in historic properties to be able to have a 
voice on these things. 
 
Vice-President Cantor:  Right.  Okay.  A roll call vote, Ms. Labrot. 
 
Councilors Barnes, Cantor, Casperson, Davidoff, Kerrigan, Wenograd and Williams voted YES 
 
Ms. Labrot:  It’s unanimous.   
 
Vice-President Cantor:  Thank you, Ms. Labrot.  Number nine, Mr. Davidoff. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 
ITEM #9 – APPLICATION ON BEHALF OF CHICK-FIL-A, INC., PROPOSED LESSEE 
AND INTENDED DEVELOPER, AND ALDI, INC., OWNER 511 NEW PARK AVENUE, 
TO AMEND SPECIAL DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT #94 TO CONSTRUCT A NEW 
FREE-STANDING, SINGLE STORY, CHICK-FIL-A RESTAURANT WITH DRIVE-
THRU AND OUTDOOR DINING TO THE NORTHEAST OF THE ALDI STORE. 
ADDITIONAL MODIFICATIONS TO THE SITE LAYOUT, INCLUDING PARKING, 
LANDSCAPING, LIGHTING AND SIGNAGE ARE PROPOSED. 
 
(Application and plans are on file in theTown Clerk’s Office.) 
 
SET FOR PUBLIC HEARING ON APRIL 12, 2016, AT 6:45 P.M. IN THE 
LEGISLATIVE CHAMBER; REFERRED TO TPZ, DRAC AND CRCOG 
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Councilor Davidoff:  Application on behalf of Chick-fil-A, Inc., proposed lessee and intended 
developer, and Aldi, Inc., owner 511 New Park Avenue, to amend Special Development District 
#94 to construct a new, free-standing, single story Chick-fil-A restaurant with drive-thru and 
outdoor dining to the northeast of the Aldi store. Additional modifications to the site layout, 
including parking, landscaping, lighting and signing are proposed.  I move that we set for public 
hearing on April 12, 2016 at 6:45 p.m. in the Legislative Chamber and it be referred to TPZ, 
DRAC, and CRCOG.   
 
Councilor Kerrigan:  Second. 
 
Vice-President Cantor:  Motion’s been made and seconded.  All those in favor?   
 
All:  Aye. 
 
Vice-President Cantor:  All those opposed?  Okay, motion carries.  Number 10, Mr. Davidoff. 
 
ITEM #10 – APPLICATION ON BEHALF OF 2432 ALBANY AVENUE, LLC, 
REGARDING THE 2.3-ACRE PROPERTY LOCATED AT 2432 ALBANY AVENUE, 

SEEKING APPROVAL TO AMEND SPECIAL DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT #135, TO 
MAKE MINOR ARCHITECTURAL, LANDSCAPING AND SIGNAGE 
MODIFICATIONS. 
 
(Application and plans are on file in the Town Clerk’s Office.) 
 
SET FOR PUBLIC HEARING ON APRIL 12, 2016, AT 7:15 P.M. IN LEGISLATIVE 
CHAMBER; REFERRED TO TPZ AND DRAC. 
 
Councilor Davidoff:  An application on behalf of 2432 Albany Avenue, LLC, regarding the 2.3-
acre property located at 2432 Albany Avenue, seeking approval to amend Special Development 
District #135, to make minor architectural, landscaping and signage modifications.  I move we 
set for public hearing on April 12, 2016 at 7:15 in the Legislative Chamber and refer to TPZ and 
DRAC.  
 
Councilor Kerrigan:  Second. 
 
Vice-President Cantor:  Motion’s been made and seconded.  All those in favor? 
 
All:  Aye. 
 
Vice-President Cantor:  All those opposed?  Okay, motion carries.  Number 11, Mr. Davidoff. 
 
ITEM #11 - RESOLUTION ACCEPTING AND APPROPRIATING A DONATION 
FROM THE WEST HARTFORD LITTLE LEAGUE 
 
ADOPTED 
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WHEREAS West Hartford Little League has expressed an interest in providing lighting for one 
of the baseball playing fields at the complex which the Town leases from the University of 
Connecticut; and 
 
WHEREAS the installation of such lighting requires approval of the Town’s Plan and Zoning 
Commission following the submission of an application and a public hearing thereupon; and 
 
WHEREAS the Town of West Hartford must be the applicant for that approval as the lessee of 
the property; and 
 
WHEREAS the submission of such an application requires the development of plans and 
specifications by professional electrical engineers; and 
 
WHEREAS West Hartford Little League has tendered a check to the Town of West Hartford in 
the amount of $6,750 to cover the cost of developing this preliminary documentation; and 
 
WHEREAS the Town will need to establish a separate capital project account for the 
construction of the lighting itself if zoning approval is obtained from the Plan and Zoning 
Commission, but it is premature to do so at this time 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE TOWN COUNCIL F WEST 
HARTFORD THAT the generous donation of $6,750 from the West Hartford Little League is 
accepted gratefully; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT said donation is appropriated to the Leisure Services 
Capital Account #831518 in order to cover the cost of preparing documentation to support an 
application to amend the Special Use Permit for the Town’s baseball playing fields at the 
University of Connecticut property on Asylum Avenue. 
 
Councilor Davidoff:  I move that we accept and appropriate a donation from the West Hartford 
Little League.   
 
Councilor Kerrigan:  Second.  
 
Vice-President Cantor:  Motion’s made and seconded.  Mr. Van Winkle. 
 
Mr. Van Winkle:  Thank you.  The West Hartford Little League has expressed interest in putting 
lighting on one of the baseball fields at the playing fields at the University of Connecticut 
property.  In order to even have that considered, and lighting at that field would be required to go 
to the Town Plan and Zoning Commission.  They would have to hold a hearing on that and make 
a decision whether they felt that was appropriate.  But in order to prepare plans for that 
installation, the Little League, West Hartford Little League has offered a donation to the Town of 
West Hartford.  This is our lease and, therefore, our property.  So that we could prepare the plans 
that they then would present to the TPZ for their consideration.  Again, a public hearing and 
notice to the neighbors before those go in and the Zoning Commission would make a decision 
once they’ve seen those plans. 
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Vice-President Cantor:  Thank you, Mr. Van Winkle.  Any questions?  Okay.  All those in favor? 
 
All:  Aye. 
 
Vice-President Cantor:  Those opposed?  Motion carries.  Number 12, Mr. Davidoff. 
 
ITEM #12 - RESOLUTION TO CARRY FORWARD UNEXPENDED GRANT FUNDS 
FROM THE STATE OF CONNECTICUT DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
FOR ENHANCED DIAL-A-RIDE SERVICE IN WEST HARTFORD 
 
ADOPTED 
 
WHEREAS, the Town of West Hartford was awarded a grant in the amount of $62,460 in fiscal 
year 2015 to enhance Dial-A-Ride Services for West Hartford residents, and 
 
WHEREAS, the Town of West Hartford was unable to fully expend this grant in fiscal year 
2015 and has unexpended grant funds of $13,533.14 as of June 30, 2015, and 
 
WHEREAS, the Town of West Hartford wishes to carry forward these grant funds and 
appropriate them in the fiscal year 2016 General Fund budget to provide transportation services 
under the Dial-A-Ride program, 
 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN 
OF WEST HARTFORD that the Fiscal Year 2015-2016 General Fund budget is hereby 
amended as follows: 
 
Increase Estimated Revenue 
01-401800-40180-9037  Dial-A-Ride Grant  $13,533.14 
 
Increase Appropriations 
01-401800-40180-2550  Transportation   $13,533.14 
 
Councilor Davidoff:  A Resolution to carry forward unexpended grant funds from the State of 
Connecticut Department of Transportation for enhanced Dial-a-Ride Service in West Hartford.  I 
move we adopt. 
 
Councilor Kerrigan:  Second. 
 
Vice-President Cantor:  Motion’s been made and seconded.  Mr. Van Winkle. 
 
Mr. Van Winkle:  This is more of an accounting thing.  Not very much controversy.  We receive 
a Grant from the State of Connecticut in the amount of $62,460 to provide an enhanced Dial-a-
Ride service to our residents.  There is unexpended grant funds leftover and we would like to just 
move those into this fiscal year so that we could expend them.  We’d like you to appropriate 
them into the ’16 fiscal year. 
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Vice-President Cantor:  Thank you, Mr. Van Winkle.  Any questions?  All right.  All those in 
favor? 
 
All:  Aye. 
 
Vice-President Cantor:  All those opposed?  Okay, motion carries.  Number 13, Mr. Davidoff. 
 
ITEM #13 - INTRODUCTION OF THE 2016-2017 FISCAL YEAR BUDGET AS 
PROPOSED BY THE TOWN MANAGER AND SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS 
 
(Proposed budget is on file in the Town Clerk’s Office.) 
 
SET FOR PUBLIC HEARINGS ON MARCH 22, 2016, AT 6:45 P.M. AND MARCH 29, 
2016, AT 2:00 P.M. 
 
Councilor Davidoff:  The introduction of the 2016-2017 Fiscal Year Budget as proposed by the 
Town Manager and the Superintendent of Schools.  I move that we receive and we set for Public 
Hearing on March 22, 2016, at 6:45 p.m. and March 29, 2016, at 2:00 p.m. in the Legislative 
Chambers. 
 
Councilor Kerrigan:  Second. 
 
Vice-President Cantor:  Motion’s been made and seconded.  Mr. Van Winkle and Mr. Privitera.   
 
Mr. Van Winkle:  Yes.  I have Mr. Privitera here and behind Mr. Privitera out there are two 
women who put this whole budget together, worked hard, are here during holidays and weekends 
on a regular basis to prepare this budget.  This is a monumental piece of work, so I just want to 
recognize Elizabeth Hewitt and Barbara Rua who are in the audience here for the work that they 
do for us and the hours that they put in at this time of year to prepare the budget.  Mr. Privitera is 
going to do the presentation.  I’m going to talk for just a… 
 
Mr. O’Brien:  One thing.  If I just might interrupt for one second.  I, when you set for Public 
Hearing, there was no vote actually taken on that. 
 
Vice-President Cantor:  Oh, right.  Okay, so we can vote on that and then we’ll…and then 
we’ll… 
 
Mr. O’Brien:  I just didn’t want, I wanted to bring that up now.   
 
Vice-President Cantor:  Yeah, no.  Thank you.  Okay, so we’re, right now we’re going to move 
on the Public Hearing dates.  All those in favor? 
 
All:  Aye. 
 
Vice-President Cantor:  All those opposed?  Motion carries.   
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Mr. Van Winkle:  I would just say before Mr. Privitera starts, the budget this year is a little bit 
different.  A lot of things the State of Connecticut has passed or is considering passing have been 
put into this budget.  The State doesn’t make its budget decisions and sometimes don’t make 
them until after we adopt our budget, so we may have to make some assumptions about where 
the State of Connecticut is going with their spending plans.  And so there’s a lot of numbers 
shifting in this budget and it’s not as easily understood as past budgets because there’s a lot of 
things moving in it and Mr. Privitera is going to explain that.  I want to emphasize one thing, that 
if you own property in the Town of West Hartford like I do and my home, the calculation is that 
the taxes on your home, my home will rise approximately 1.9 percent with this budget, which is 
one of the lowest tax increases we’ve had in some time.  It’s comparable to what we were able to 
do also last year but it is, it’s really a, I’m very proud of the work that my staff has done to bring 
this together in a very difficult and complex budget.  So Mr. Privitera? 
 
Mr. Privitera:  Good evening.  Thank you.  There’s a lot of information that’s going to be 
presented tonight.  There’re a lot of moving parts.  Obviously, this budget, I think, is unique.  
You will be adopting two mill rates in this process and I’m going to walk you through the budget 
and the projections that we have for both revenues and expenditures, change in major categories.  
And at any point in time, you know, feel free to stop me and ask me if you need some 
explanation.  The Town Manager’s proposing a $269.3 million budget that represents an 
expenditure increase of $11.3 million and that’s a total increase including the town and the Board 
of Education.  The expenditure increase is about 4.4 percent and the property tax increase is 1.9 
percent.  Now that’s a net property tax increase to existing taxpayers once we take into 
consideration the Grand List growth and we apply it to the Grand List.  This is a distribution of 
the budget.  Just to put it in perspective, the Board of Education has the largest slice of the pie.  
Fifty-seven percent of this budget or $153.6 million is for education followed by the Town, 
$99.5 million or 37 percent followed by Capital Financing of 6 percent or $16.2 million.  I’m 
going to briefly talk about revenues.  You can see by this chart that the largest revenue producer 
in town are current year property taxes.  They make up roughly 85 percent of the revenues that 
are proposed in this budget followed by intergovernmental revenues, charges for services.  
Charges for services and I’ll get into this are building permits, conveyance tax, parking ticket 
fines, miscellaneous revenue.  That’s a category we use for, you know, interest income.  
Transfers from other funds.  We provide services to a wide variety of funds, including police 
private duty, including the capital fund, so basically we charge those funds back for the services 
that we provide.  These are the major revenue categories and this is the difference between the 
adopted budget to the proposed budget.  Other property taxes.  This is basically supplemental 
motor vehicle.  We’re projecting a reduction of $225,000 only because in this budget you will 
see that there is a motor vehicle mill rate cap of 32 mills and that was enacted by the State 
legislature last year to take effect next fiscal year, so basically we can only tax motor vehicle at 
32 mills.  Our proposed mill rate here that you’ll see is over 39 mills, 39.63 mills, but we can 
only tax motor vehicles at 32 mills.  Charges for services.  We’re projecting an increase of 
$399,000 and basically there are some major categories here that I’ll just touch on.  There’re a 
lot of small adjustments, excuse me, that are made but I’ll just touch on some of the larger ones.  
Building permits.  This year, we’re projecting $1.7 million in revenue.  Next year, we’re 
knocking that down a little bit to about $1.5 million, a reduction of $200,000.  We’re on target to 
receive our revenues.  There’re a lot of projects going on.  We have received a lot of those 
building permits.  In our discussions with the Director of Community Services, he felt that we 
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needed to be a little conservative for next fiscal year so we reduced our estimate by $200,000.  
We have additional money in there for fire plan permits of $250,000.  We’re on track this year 
and the same as next year, so we feel that that increase is viable.  Paramedic services.  We’ve all 
heard about the paramedic services.  When that program was approved this fiscal year, it was 
only approved for half a fiscal year, so we’re projecting an additional $188,000 of revenue for a 
full-year paramedic service.  And again, we’ll be able to bill private insurance, Medicare, and 
Medicaid for paramedic runs that the fire department makes.  And then we have 
intergovernmental revenue.  That is predominantly state aid.  There is a small component of it, of 
intergovernmental revenue that’s federal grants.  And then current year property taxes.  Now this 
is a little busy and I just want to walk you through this.  Now the first column, the adopted 
budget.  When we adopted our budget for the current fiscal year, we adopted it before the State 
of Connecticut adopted their budget.  Subsequently, when the state adopted their budget, they 
basically provided us with a net of $1.3 million of additional revenue, primarily ECS grant of 
$1.7 million but they reduced some of our PILOT grants.  So in the current year, we’re 
projecting $23.2 million.  Again, that incorporates the $1.3 million.  And when we’ve been 
reporting on a monthly basis on our projections for the current year, we’ve been projecting a 
surplus and the primary reason behind that surplus is this additional state aid.  So now we have 
the Governor’s proposed budget, $27.9 million.  Now if we look at it from what we have in hand 
right now, it’s a $4.7 million increase.  If we compare it against the adopted budget, it’s a $6 
million increase.  And there’re a couple of primary drivers here.  The first one being the mill rate 
offset is $2.5 million.  That’s what the State of Connecticut is giving us to basically offset the 
issue that we cannot bill for motor vehicles on a mill rate greater than 32 mills.  So that is what 
they’re giving us to offset a portion of that.  And later on in my presentation, I have a slide that 
I’ll walk you through.  Then we have sales tax revenue of roughly $2.1 million.  That’s a new 
revenue category for us.  Basically, the State of Connecticut’s saying we’re going to give you 
additional funds so you can maintain your existing programs and services.  And then we have 
one more new revenue, this additional PILOT.  The formula for the PILOTs had changed and 
we, our PILOT was reduced.  The State came back and it came back with a tiered system.  What 
we were told was that, based on the new system, we should’ve been receiving $211,000 more.  
That’s why it’s an additional PILOT.  So it’s basically a recalculation of the PILOT program.  So 
all in all, if you look at it from a revised, the $4.7 million.  If you look at it from new money, $6 
million.  I did a quick look and the highest we received in the last five years was roughly 1.9 
million, so that’s a significant amount of state aid.  Changing the Grand List.  We’ve been 
fortunate to have Grand List growth.  The increase of $34.2 million or 0.58 percent increase is 
much greater than the increase that we had last year.  I think last year our impact was around 
$715,000.  Now we’re estimating an additional $1.3 million of revenue generated through Grand 
List growth.  What does that mean?  It means that if we didn’t have this Grand List growth, our 
percent change or increase in the year would’ve been 2.5 percent.  But since we have this Grand 
List growth, our net property tax increase goes down again for existing taxpayers and we have a 
1.9 percent change, our Grand List, our growth.  Now we’ll talk about the motor vehicle tax cap.  
There’re two mill rates here.  One mill rate is for real and personal property and it’s the proposed 
mill rate.  The other mill rate is the state-imposed cap of 32 mills.  There’s a difference of 7.63 
mills.  Our motor vehicle Grand List, excuse me…our motor vehicle Grand List is $417.3 
million.  When we apply our proposed mill rate, we should be collecting roughly $16.5 million.  
But since we have a cap at 32 mills, we can only collect $13.4 million, which leaves us with a 
$3.1 million gap.  Now the Office of Policy and Management references a Hold Harmless Grant.  
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They’re giving us a $2.5 million grant but we still have a net variance of 600,000 plus roughly 
the 200,000 that I referenced on supplemental motor vehicle initially.  So that’s $800,000 that 
needs to be shifted to real personal property.  Now what’s this impact?  What is this, how is this 
going to impact an average family in West Hartford?  Without the cap, if we calculated a mill 
rate without the cap, our uniform mill rate would be 39.49.  With the cap, our, we have to have a 
slightly higher, a real property mill rate to compensate for that loss of 39.63, a 0.14 percent 
difference.  And our motor vehicle mill rate drops down to 32 mills or it dropped to 7.49 mills.  
So if you have an average single-family home with an assessed value of $224,000, if we didn’t 
have this mill rate cap, they’d be paying $31 more.  Excuse me.  With the mill rate cap, you’re 
paying $31 more on single family.  With the mill rate cap on motor vehicles, now we made an 
assumption that there’s two motor vehicles per household and the average value is $9,000.  So 
with the motor vehicles, you’re actually saving $67 each in taxes on the motor vehicles.  So with 
the, a motor vehicle cap, you’re saving $103 on taxes if we didn’t have to change, okay?  So 
what does this mean for the average taxpayer?  Our adopted mill rate was 38.31 mills.  Our 
proposed mill rate is 39.63 for real property and 32 for motor vehicle.  The average single family 
home with an assessed value of $224,000 is going to see an increase of $296 in taxes.  But 
they’re also going to see savings in two motor vehicles.  So the total taxes for an average 
homeowner, again, based on these values, is about $182.  Now, again, the real property 
component is going up roughly 3.5 percent but the motor vehicle component is going down 16.5 
percent for an overall change of 1.96.  Okay?  Now I just want to go back real quick.  If this was 
not in place, that $103 savings that you would have would be added to that 182 and you’d have a 
tax increase of $285 or roughly a 3 percent tax increase but there’s a savings because of the 
motor vehicle cap.  Now we’ll talk about expenditures.  These’re the three primary expenditure 
categories.  We have the Board of Education as proposed and submitted by the Superintendent.  
We have the Town Budget and Capital Financing as proposed by the Town Manager.  On 
Capital Financing, the primary categories are debt service and capital nonrecurring expense.  
Debt service is basically the principal and interest we pay on our outstanding bonds.  Capital 
nonrecurring expense or capital expenditures are expenditures of a nature that we would not 
bond for; computer technology or certain types of vehicles that have a limited useful life.  Our 
debt service was slated to increase about $1.6 million and if you recall, we had discussions about 
bond premium and I’ll briefly explain what bond premium is.  When we sell bonds, there are 
investors out there who will give us basically cash upfront in order to secure certain interest rates 
of certain maturities down the road.  So an investor may come and say, okay, I’m going to give 
you half a million dollars of bond premium but I want 3 percent and 4 percent in coupon rates in 
year four and five or whatever their investment strategy is.  So we’ve been receiving bond 
premium.  Over the last three issues, we’ve received bond premium.  And with that bond 
premium, our recommendation was that we spread it out over a period of time, $350,000 a year, 
until it was all used up.  But basically what we’re seeing is every time that we go to market and 
sell bonds, we’ll receive a bond premium.  This last issue that we went out with in January, we 
received a bond premium that was slightly over half a million dollars.  So we’re applying the 
bond premium to that $1.6 million.   
 
Councilor Barnes:  Question?  Sorry, thank you.  So with respect to that bond premium, to offset 
the bond premium, they’re not just giving us money upfront.  In the later years, our debt service 
goes up so we’re paying… 
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Mr. Privitera:  Yes. 
 
Councilor Barnes:  …so we’re paying a higher interest rate on those coupons… 
 
Mr. Privitera:  Yes. 
 
Councilor Barnes:  …and so we get money upfront but we pay it on the backend. 
 
Mr. Privitera:  Yes.  What they do is when they determine the lowest interest rate, they calculate 
both.  They calculated, it references the true interest costs and that’s all in, that’s the bond 
premium and the coupon rates.  But some investors out there are willing to give towns, cities and 
towns, more cash upfront so they can secure certain interest rates or coupons later on for and 
again, for whatever investment purposes they have. 
 
Councilor Barnes:  All right.  Thank you. 
 
Mr. Privitera:  And that’s the bond premium.  Now the refunding savings.  Last week, we were 
fortunate to refund about $12.6 million of outstanding debt.  We saved the town roughly 
$614,000 by this restructuring and think of it as refinancing your mortgage.  And we spread that 
out primarily over a four-year period.  And the $181,000 represents the savings that’s being 
applied to next year.  So the total debt service for our principal and interest in our bonds is 
$1,069,460.  Now the CNRE or Capital Nonrecurring Expense, that is, again, it’s a capital 
expense but it’s not something that we would bond for because of the type of expense that it is.  
Now, in the past, we’ve used General Funds for it to pay for it.  Last year, we were fortunate 
enough to have a surplus and we were removed, we moved money from that surplus into the 
CNRE fund for future usage and we are tapping into the CNRE Fund now so it won’t impact the 
General Fund next year.  So that CNRE is financed through the CNRE fund and that’s why you 
see a 0 under transfer from the General Fund.  So the total Capital Financing next year is 
$1,069,460.  Now if we look at the town side and the major categories, Wages and Salaries.  We 
have an increase of $166,000 or less than 1 percent.  We have the addition of one economic 
development specialist position in community services.  The purpose of that position is basically 
to serve as a liaison with the business community to interact with the business community to 
make sure that there’s a town presence with the business community and also assist in any 
economic development issues that come up.  We’re adding two equipment operator positions in 
public works starting in January.  Again, it’s a six-month funding related to MS-4 
responsibilities.  Now, MS-4 is Municipal Sanitary and Sewer Systems.  It’s a permit that is 
issued by Department of Energy and Environmental Protection and basically what it is is it tries 
to ensure that pollutants don’t go into our rivers and waterways and aquifers and make their way 
down to Long Island Sound and there’s a series of activities that need to be done; street 
sweeping, catch basin cleaning, catch basin repair.  So we’re adding two positions for half a year 
to start that program.  In addition to those two positions, we have roughly $620,000 of capital 
expenses in year two of the Capital Plan, $400,000 for a vac truck to basically clean out all the 
catch basins, and $220,000 for street sweeper.  We also have contractual wage increases for 
employees, excluding public safety, in this budget.  Now, we have a couple of contracts that’re 
already settled but we have the remaining non-public safety contracts that reached a tentative 
agreement, so we’re projecting all those salaries in the operating departments right now.  Now, it 
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excludes public safety because the fire department will be out of contract this year and the police 
department starting next year will be in their fourth year of being out of contract.  So we budget 
potential wage increases for fire and police in our Contingency Account.  We had added one full-
time paramedic coordinator in the paramedic program to basically oversee the program and that 
was about $100,000 position.  You know, we had a discussion with that and we made a 
determination that we should be able to contract that service out for half the cost.  We won’t be 
adding to our workforce and we’ll be able to use a contractor or a consultant to basically assist us 
with any issues we may have on the paramedic program.  So we’re eliminating the $100,000 in 
payroll but adding $50,000 in contractual services.  And there’s an adjustment over time in 
police related to Grant Revenue.  Every year we get DUI grants, distracted driving grants, a 
certain number of grants to the tune of about, a little over 200,000, about $208,000 that we have 
in the budget right now.  We don’t have them in next year’s budget ‘because we don’t budget for 
them until we actually receive them, so that’s another adjustment we made as well.  Now on the 
operating side on the Town.  We have an increase of 837,000 or roughly 3.7 percent.  The largest 
increase we have is MDC ad valorem tax increase.  The MDC went up about 6.2 percent from 
prior year and if you look at those numbers, that MDC increase is about 63 percent of the total 
increase in the operating expense number of the 837,000.  We have the elimination of the AMR 
contract the second half of the year since we started that program mid-year.  That eliminates the 
second half of the year of the contract.  We have $177,000 in there for a full-year of paramedic 
program.  That includes $50,000 for the consultant.  The remaining money is used for a full year 
for medical supplies, other services that we have contracted for as well.  Now we have a 
$300,000 shift of electricity expenses from Leisure Services Fund to the Operating Fund…and I 
will explain later on in the presentation the purpose of that and what we’re trying to do to 
mitigate the deficit in the Leisure Services Fund.  But 200,000 of that basically represents 
electricity expenses in, at the skating rink, at the golf course, other facilities.  There’s another 
$100,000 in there that, because of our contractual agreement with Cornerstone, they haven’t been 
as profitable as we had hoped for a number of reasons, so the Town is required to pick up the 
utility expenses.  So we’re assuming it’s going to be another $100,000 loss in utility expenses.  
Solid waste disposal contractual adjustments.  Based on the information that we received from 
John Phillips, there is a slight drop in the tonnage for municipal solid waste.  It’s roughly a 4 
percent drop and it’s either a combination of less MSW being picked up or the budget that was 
adopted in the current year might’ve been a little higher but there is about a 4 percent drop.  And 
also, we have a savings in our contractual arrangement with Supreme Forest Products, who 
basically run the leaf composting program at Brixton Street and they also do all of our, you 
know, wood chipping and debris.  They get rid of all that debris for us.  So there’s a savings.  
Gasoline price adjustment.  Obviously, the gasoline prices have gone down.  The projection from 
the U.S. government in our region is next year they’re going to go up to about $2.21 a gallon.  
We were very conservative in our estimates and because of the fact that Connecticut has so, you 
know, so many taxes on gasoline, our estimate was 2.50 a gallon.  Even with that, we’re showing 
a $215,000 savings.  We have an increase in electricity costs.  Our contract expired in December 
so our cost is going up from 7.18 cents per kilowatt hour to 8.25 cents per kilowatt hour.  We are 
putting some plans in place to reduce that and we have seen some savings with the Energy 
Conservation Program.  Community Services’ Engineering Department is showing roughly an 
$80,000 savings in street lights.  We are continuing to swap out the sodium street lights with the 
LED lights and we’re having discussions with the Town Manager about doing more because 
there’s a very high payoff and immediate payoff to swap out a 120 watt lamp with a 20-30 watt 
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lamp.  So there are more savings to come.  And the last is we had GIS software that we’re 
charging to the CNRE account and we had a discussion about it this year and basically it’s a 
service.  It’s not a purchase of software.  And it was more appropriate to budget for it in the 
Operating Department, so we moved it to, from the CNRE to the Operating Budget.  Employee 
benefits, risk management expense, increase of about 1.3 million.  Active health insurance 
increase, 562,000.  That’s up about 8 percent.  Retiree health, 600,000.  Now, retiree health, we 
made a commitment to fund at certain levels to rebuild the Retiree Health Fund and we’ve been 
very successful at it.  And with this contribution, we’re able to cover our costs and have a slight 
surplus, you know, projected so we’re building up that fund.  And all the other risk programs, 
184,000.  Heart and hypertension, workers comp, self-insured, and insured, there’re some ups 
and downs in there.  A total town pension contribution increase of 1.8 million.  If you all recall, 
the increase on our actuarially-determined contribution is $2.6 million.  The town’s portion is 
$1.8 million.  And again, we went out to RFP and hired a new actuary.  The new actuary worked 
on a full evaluation of the Pension Fund and came back to us and said, look, we’ve discovered 
some liabilities that were not previously valued.  It’s going to impact your payment moving 
forward.  And we’re also going to make some recommendations on changing the amortization 
schedule, the amortization method, the way we pay into the fund, and we’re going to make those 
recommendations to you to put you back on the right track.  Even though we’re looking at a $2.6 
million increase next year, we asked them to do a 10-year projection and if all of our estimates 
fall in line, we should be down to $400,000 to $600,000 a year in increases moving forward.  
Only because we need to build up our Pension Fund.  We’re funded right now at about 43 
percent.  And we’re going to gradually increase that year over year by a percent or two over the 
next 10 years.  But this was a significant increase for a one-year period.  Again, most of that was 
because of these liabilities that were not previously valued.  And the contingency increase, 
$669,000; again, primarily due to unsettled fire and police labor contracts.  Again, fire one year 
and police four years.   I just want to briefly talk about the Capital Improvement Program.  The 
entire program over the 12-year period is 209.1 million.  Basically, as part of your approval 
process, you approved the first two years, specifically the first year in total and the first two 
years in bonding capacity.  So I want to talk about the first two years real quick.  These’re the 
functional areas that we have; transportation, schools, parks and rec, town building, and 
miscellaneous.  And again, it’s just to basically zero in on a couple of major projects that we’re 
going to have.  You can see here the significant increase in year one.  We have a $5.1 million 
project for the Park Road/I-84 interchange in that year one.  And basically of that 5.1 million, the 
Town is only going to be liable for 500,000.  So it’s primarily funded by the feds.  The second 
year, got to get used to this thing, sorry.  The second year, you’ll see a significant increase as 
well.  In the second, in the first and second year, we have roughly 7.6, $7.7 million of bonded 
debt and $5.1 million of state grants for the science labs at Hall High School, all right?  So 
basically it’s about $12.8 million.  It’s spread out over two years.  We’re going to get reimbursed 
40 percent from the State.  That’s why you see year one and year two on the schools jumping up 
significantly.  Then over here, we have a spike in Miscellaneous and what that represents is $4.9 
million for the public safety radio system.  That’s why that’s up.  Now with respect to how we’re 
going to fund them.  Predominantly, we’re funding it through long-term debt.  You’ll see in year 
one we have a big jump and basically that’s because the $4.9 million of the radio system is being 
financed through bonds.  That’s all on us.  You’ll also see that we have some other adjustments 
here.  Under Grants, you’ll see a spike in Grants because that’s where the Park Road/I-84 grant 
component falls in place.  So again, this kinda puts in perspective the first two years.  You’ll see 
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in the first year of CNRE that 1.173 million.  Again, that’s going to be financed through the 
CNRE Fund.  So other future considerations.  We talked about the mill rate cap.  The following 
year, in ’18, that cap is going to drop from 32 mills to 29.36 mills.  And in all probability, 
there’ll be a mill rate rise when we put together the budget the following year.  What that does is 
it creates, it widens the gap, which means that a greater percentage of taxes that we would have 
collected for motor vehicles are going to have to be shifted now somewhere else.  There’s also 
that 2.5 percent state-imposed spending cap.  And again, the Town Manager and I have talked 
about this a lot.  I mean, there are some adjustments to it, you know, debt service, arbitration 
awards, some Special Ed considerations.  But still, we have to be cognizant of the fact that if we 
go over that cap, we lose $0.50 for every dollar we get in grants.   
 
Vice-President Cantor:  Did you have a question? 
 
Councilor Barnes:  Sorry, Peter.  Sorry for interrupting.  Just going back to the first point with 
respect to the lower mills rate… 
 
Mr. Privitera:  Yeah. 
 
Councilor Barnes:  …mill cap on motor vehicle.  Will the corresponding Hold Harmless Grant 
that, for next year’s 2.5 million, will that increase as we go forward or does that… 
Mr. Privitera:  No, that’s… 
 
Councilor Barnes:  …so what happens? 
 
Mr. Privitera:  That amount is a fixed amount.  
 
Councilor Barnes:  So that’s a fixed not going forward? 
 
Mr. Privitera:  Yes.   
 
Councilor Barnes:  And so the delta between the two will continue to increase? 
 
Mr. Privitera:  Correct.  Correct. 
 
Councilor Barnes:  Okay.  And is there any plans to take the mill rate lower than the 29.36 at the 
state level? 
 
Mr. Privitera:  No.  Not at this point.  Not at this point. 
 
Councilor Barnes:  All right.  Thank you. 
 
Mr. Privitera:  Okay.  Implementation of reval in 2018.  So with all this going on, we’re also 
going to have a reval year in 2018.  UConn campus and I put it up there only because there’s a 
lot of discussion but it’s still an issue that’s going to be dealt with sooner or later.  Leisure 
Services Fund, accumulated deficit, and parking operations kiosk and garages.  I want to just 
briefly talk about those two areas.  Now, Leisure Services.  We’re projecting that their deficit is 
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going to rise to a little over $2 million by the end of this fiscal year.  And they have a deficit due 
to debt service of $1.1 million and their operational debt, what they’re bringing in at the end of 
this year and what they currently have, which is over $900,000.  So $2 million is what we project 
where they’re going to be this year if no action is taken.  So what we’re recommending is if you 
recall I mentioned we’re going to take the 200,000 and the 100,000 of utilities out of the Leisure 
Services Fund and put it in the Operating Budget for Leisure Services in the General Fund.  And 
we also want to use a portion of the bond premium, $250,000 to offset the debt piece of it.  So if 
we take that money out, we’re projecting a net operating income of about $195,000 at the end of 
this year.  And if we apply the bond premium, that’ll bring that accumulated debt down so it, we 
could get to roughly $1.6 million at the end of next year.  Now, if we do that consistently, if we 
apply $250,000 of bond premium, if we apply the surplus to the deficit, in a four to five year 
period, we can eliminate that deficit.  And with this plan in place, even with the $350,000 bond 
premium to debt service and the $250,000 allocation to this plan, we’re still going to have about 
$1.4 million left in bond premium.  And by the time we issue next year, my expectation is that’ll 
grow as well.  So this is our plan to get rid of that deficit over a four to five year period.  You all 
heard me talk about this a little while ago, parking operations, Memorial, Isham garages.  We’re 
proposing to eliminate the existing gated access parking control system at both garages and 
install parking kiosks and controls through the pay-by-license plate system similar to what we 
have in the streets.  And the benefits are we’ll remove those gates and then can create a barrier 
system and when there’s a malfunction and eliminate the backup at peak times.  The labor, the 
part-time labor will be cut in half from 400 hours a week to 200 hours per week.  We eliminate 
the contractual service related to manning those current antiquated systems, which is over 
$30,000 a year.  We eliminate the sales tax associated with the provision of cashiers, which is 
over $80,000 a year.  And we reduce the down time associated with opening gates or operating 
the system.  When it’s malfunctioning, we’re losing revenue when it’s malfunctioning.  So this is 
our proposed investment.  Parking kiosks, power supply, signage, removal equipment and there 
is going to, there possibly could be an unemployment benefit of a comp cost associated, 
unemployment benefit cost associated with that.  So the total initial investment is a little over 
$374,000.  But what does that mean?  If we ran the system the way it is right now, the expenses 
to run the system are 262,500.  If we run it the new way, we can cut that by more than half to 
$109,040 and it’s a reduction in cost of 58 percent and it’ll pay for itself over a few years.  And, 
you know, the initial investment to purchase all the equipment will come out of the Blue Back 
Square Fund and frankly, you know, since we will be cutting our expenses in half, we’re going to 
be growing the Blue Back Square Fund in the future.  So this is what it looks like with our 
present system, projected expenses, and our proposed system and you can see that, you know, 
we’re literally cutting the cost in half.  And that is my presentation.  Thank you. 
 
Vice-President Cantor:  Thank you, Mr. Privitera.  That was a very comprehensive 
demonstration.  And now what we do is break up into Committees and dig in depth into each of 
these subcategories and get explanations on them and make decisions on what that, what we will 
vote on as a mill rate as a budget and then a mill rate.  And that will happen April 25th.  And as 
you heard, we will have public hearings on March 22nd and 29th.  The 22nd’s in the evening and 
the 29th is the afternoon.  And we obviously will take emails and comments and this is a, we need 
community input also, so this is a, this is the most important thing that we do because it affects 
our day-to-day lives so… more to follow.  Let’s see.  I just also wanted to give a very big thank 
you to Liz and Barbara.  As the Town Manager said, that much, Peter does an incredible job as 
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does the whole Finance Department and Liz and Barbara put in a lot of work and we ask them, a 
lot of them at this time of year, we ask a lot of them all year but especially at this time of year 
and I just wanted to give a little shout out and thank you.  Okay, so now…is there any other 
comments or questions?  Okay.   
 
ITEM #14 - ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Vice-President Cantor:  We are going to, I’m just going to read a few announcements.  I have a 
number of them but I have a note to go through them quickly. So the first announcement, West 
Hartford Art League offers Lewis Pollock art scholarship for a high school senior.  The West 
Hartford Art League is offering a $1500 scholarship to a high school senior in the Greater 
Hartford area who will be continuing their education as an art major at an accredited university 
of art.  The deadline for this application is Friday, March 11th, and they can be found, more 
information can be found on the website, www.westhartfordart.org/scholarships/.  Both senior 
centers offer income tax preparation.  A free IRS-certified tax assistance program is available for 
low- to moderate-income taxpayers, especially those 60 and older.  To schedule an appointment, 
please call Elmwood Senior Center at (860) 561-8180.  Taxpayers must bring with them all 
pertinent tax information and documents.  Call (860) 561-8180 for details to make an 
appointment.  Dates available are March 10th, 17th, 24th, 31st, and April 7th and 12th.  Bishops 
Corner also has the same service.  Please call (860) 561-7583 to make an appointment.  Artists in 
our Community, Writing Ain’t for Sissies, Friday, March 11th, 6:30 to 8:30.  Bishops Corner Arts 
Committee is pleased to announce its first in a series, Artists in our Community, on Friday, 
March 11th, 6:30 to 8:30 at the West Hartford Senior Center.  These events will highlight various 
artists in the Bishop’s Corner area.  Our first artist and presenter is a writer, teacher, and 
longtime resident of Bishop’s Corner, Diane Dixon, with her new novel, While the World Waits.  
Ms. Dixon will read excerpts from her first novel.  Wine and refreshments will accompany the 
talk.  Please call (860) 561-7583 to reserve your seat.  And it’s sponsored by the Bishops Corner 
Neighborhood Association.  High School Pops ‘n Jazz Extravaganza begins Friday, March 11th.  
It’s the 11th and 12th and then 17th, 18th, 19th and then at 7:30.  There is also a senior show on 
Wednesday that’s not on this, I think, and that’s at 2:00 and that is for free.  So it’s a really 
wonderful, it’s a shortened show too, which is really nice.  The Mandell JCC Youth Theater 
Program will perform a tale as old as time, Beauty and the Beast, March 12th, and Thursday, 
March 17th at 7:00 p.m.  Two Sunday performances, March 13th and 20th at 2:00 p.m.  It’s at 
Mandell JCC’s Zachs Campus, 335 Bloomfield Avenue.  Tickets are $10 for seniors and $12 for 
adults.  Comedy Night at the Playhouse on Park, Friday, March 18th, 7:00 and 10:00 p.m.  Go, 
it’s funny.  The 6th Annual Johnny’s Jog for Charity 5K, March 19th at 11:00 a.m.  Get ready to 
celebrate St. Patrick’s Day in style while benefiting three incredible nonprofit children’s 
organizations by participating in Johnny’s Jog for Charity 5K on Saturday.  Come to run, walk, 
push strollers, or just be festive with family and friends.  Bagpipers will send you off and 
welcome you back.  There will be prizes for best Irish garb, face painting, Irish music, Irish step 
dancing, and much more.  An after-party will be hosted by Rizzuto's Wood-fired Kitchen and 
Bar and free parking is available at the Town Hall.  Visit www.johnnysjog.com for more 
information and to, or to register.  And I think that’s, oh no, a couple more.  Evening of Friends, 
Fun, and Fashion with emcee Kara Sundlun, March 22nd, 7:00 p.m. at the JCC Better 
Connecticut and it’s a runway show and should be fun.  Cabaret Night.  We’ve got talent, 
Saturday, March 26th, 8:15.  Emanuel Synagogue presents a lively cabaret with singers, dancers, 
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pianists and guitarists, comedians.  Go to www.emanuelsynagogue.org for more information.  
Universalist Players presents Disney The Aristocat Kids April 1-3 and you can go to the 
universalist, you can go to www.uuplayers.org for more information.  And just an early shout out 
to West Hartford’s Cooking April 2nd.  Put it on your calendars and most of us will be there.  
And that benefits the Foundation for West Hartford Public Schools and it does some very unique 
grants.  Anything else?   
 
Councilor Barnes:  Yeah. 
 
Vice-President Cantor:  Mr. Barnes? 
 
Councilor Barnes:  Sure.  Coming up this Saturday, March 12th, is the St. Patrick’s Day parade in 
Hartford and some of the Town Council representatives and others from the town will be 
marching in the parade and that’s Saturday, the 12th.  It starts at 11:00.  And also coming up on 
March 18th, the Noah Webster House has their Tavern Night, a Taste of Ireland.  It’s always a 
fun event and I think a number of us from the Council went last year and had a great time.  So if 
you haven’t been, check it out.   
 
Vice-President Cantor:  Anybody else?  Okay.  So lots to do in March.  Number 15, Reports 
from Corporation Counsel. 
 
ITEM #15 - REPORTS OF CORPORATION COUNSEL 
 
Mr. O’Brien:  I don’t have a report but I would ask that we go into Executive Session very 
briefly to discuss a pending claim. 
 
Vice-President Cantor:  Okay, thank you.  And Appointments, we have none.  Oops, sorry.  You 
have one.   
 
ITEM #16 - APPOINTMENTS 
 
Councilor Barnes:  I do?  I have one?  I make a motion to appoint Ryan Langan to the 
Conservation and Environment Commission for a term ending December 31, 2019. 
 
Councilor Williams:  Second. 
 
Vice-President Cantor:  All right.  All those in favor?   
 
All:  Aye. 
 
Vice-President Cantor:  All those opposed?  The motion, it passes.  And now we go, there was 
no Reports or Standing Committees.  No Consent Calendar.  No Communications.  No Petitions.   
 
ITEM #21 - EXECUTIVE SESSION:  8:39 P.M. – 8:52 P.M. 
 



Town Council Meeting 
March 8, 2016 
Agenda No. 6 

 

20 
 

Vice-President Cantor:  So now we will move into Executive Session and we will be back soon, I 
guess.  So…a motion to go into Executive Session? 
 
Councilor Davidoff:  So moved. 
 
Councilor Kerrigan:  Second. 
 
Vice-President Cantor:  Thank you.  All those in favor?   
 
All:  Aye. 
 
Vice-President Cantor:  All those opposed?  We’ll be going into Executive Session.  Thanks. 
We’re just going to adjourn when we come back from Executive Session, so thank you so much 
for coming and good night. 
 
SUSPENSE ITEM - RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING SETTLEMENT OF CLAIM. 
 
ADOPTED, VOTE 7-0 
 
BE IT RESOLVED that the Administration of the Town of West Hartford is authorized to settle 
the claim made by Sally Lynch against the Town of West Hartford for the sum of Sixty-Five 
Thousand ($65,000.00) Dollars. 
 
ITEM #22 - ADJOURNMENT 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:53 p.m. 

 
____________________________________ 
Essie S. Labrot 
Town Clerk/Council Clerk 
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